
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JulJulJulJulyyyy, 20, 20, 20, 2011110000    

Written by Celia Goddard 

During this year I have been convinced that God has told me He will meet our every need as it 
arises. This is a new stretch in faith because I like to have everything neat and in order before the 
time. Despite this, we have really experienced His faithfulness in every situation. Read on!!!  

Volunteers: Last term we had 5 volunteers coming in weekly to help, especially with reading and 
speaking. Rhina Wessels helped in Grades 1-3 with art; 6 library monitors have been trained by 
Vera Orffer, and gradually new books are getting catalogued , covered and on the shelves. If 
anyone would like to help with covering, we really would appreciate that. Chris & John Perry from 
the UK assisted twice a week for 3 months Feb-May. The garden they planted is still going strong. 
Thanks to you both. School of Ministry worked with Grades 3 & 4 teaching them how to hear God 
and assisting in other ways. Beth and Jonathan McCoy, from the UK, spent 3 weeks advising and 
supporting the staff and also advising me in management issues. See Beth’s report on page 2. 

#1 News! We are finally registered as an Independent School by the Department of Education! 
This was a wonderful piece of news – we have waited so long. To add to this good news, we have 
also been registered as a PBO and section 18A status. Relevant numbers are at the end.. 

While I was in China in April, I met several people 
who were very interested in the school and were 
asking what our needs are. One pressing thing 
was that our 5th and 6th classrooms had no 
electricity. This I mentioned but at that time didn’t 
receive any donation for that. When I returned in 
May, I had a quote for the job, for R5800.00 the 
day after receiving the quote I received an email 
saying that I would be receiving R6000 for the 
electricity! How perfect is that! Thank you to those 
who were obedient to His prompting. Now all our 
classes can learn, even on the darkest grey and 
stormy days. 

Veronica Goodger  
is now fulfilling her  
passion to teach  
and sharing her 
love for children 
as she teaches  
Grade 1 class  
every Monday  
while Trisha 
Booysen continues 
college course. 

Rhina 
and 
Marchell 
getting 
their 
hands 
messy 
during a 
Grade 3 
papiere 
mache 
lesson. 

We now have a reading scheme and a 
brand new phonics program which has 
inspired teachers and children alike. This 
term we will be involving 10 parents as 
volunteers to help the children learn to 
read. 
All the Grade R children progressed into 
Grade 1 this term, and a donation of 
R5000 from Santam helped to buy the 
required curriculum material for these 2 
classes. They will be Grade 1’s for 18 
months, to establish their English skills. 

God has been my hiding place through most of this year, as I experienced new things in my family. 
Bridget & Simon gave birth to Nathan, & I was blessed to spend 3 weeks with them in April/May. 
We sold our house in June and Mum died peacefully on 9th July, at the grand age of 96! Thank you 
to all our friends and family who have been such a support to us through the year. We will be 
moving from Eagle’s Rest (7 Reitz) at the end of Aug but will only have a new address in October. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please make a note of our new email address: director@eagles-nest.org.za   
Why don’t you check out our new website: http://eagles-nest.org.za  

If you know of people who would like to support this ministry or sponsor a child, please pass this letter 
on to them. Anyone interested in sponsoring a child, please email me at the address below. We are 
looking for a further 55 sponsors to ensure that every child’s education is covered. It is now very easy 
for people to donate internationally, go to our link http://eaglesnest.givengain.org  
Please don’t use givengain for SA donations. 

Jonathan and Beth McCoy, Sophie (4) & Caitlin (2), recently joined us at the School for 3 weeks in May 
2010.  This is what Beth wrote: 
Not too long ago, Jonathan and I set foot on the sandy soil of Wallacedene. It was the first time we’d dipped our 
toes into real Township life, and we sat with Celia as she had her first meeting with the parents of prospective 
children. It consisted of a circle of chairs and a sole jug of water being shared around the group, while Celia 
revealed God’s plan for the school. There were no classrooms or teachers: not even the land for Eagle’s Nest had 
been acquired at that time. We left South Africa wanting to return, feeling God’s call to go back, but for many 
reasons, we had to wait. 
 
So 5 years, 2 children, and one email requesting help later, we returned for 3 weeks. We’d read the newsletters, 
but as I’m sure you’ll agree, writing can only ever convey a snip of the picture. We weren’t disappointed, in fact I 
can honestly say that I was bowled over by the warmth of the children, enthusiasm of the teaching team and 
volunteers, and how faithful God had been in supplying the school’s needs: everything from soap to school rooms. 
 
Jonathan, with his Steven Spielberg hat on, set about filming and photographing the school for a short film for the 
website, (watch this space for news on that), whilst I was given the loose brief of looking at reading across the 
school. 
 
I felt very humbled by what we found at Eagles Nest. For instance, just for a moment think back to when you 
learnt to read.  Remember the books that formed those very first experiences that opened the door to a wonderful 
world of stories, imagination and knowledge: ‘Janet and John’ or ‘Biff and Chip’? Well-structured materials, which 
took you from stage 0 to brilliance. And, who helped to nurture those skills which enable you to read this article 
now – who took the time to read with you.  Mum, Dad, grandparent, teacher?  
 
I don’t think I ever realised how much I have taken our education system for granted. Most of the kids at Eagle’s 
Nest just don’t have sufficient access to literate adults or proficient English readers who are able to help them 
read, and the reading scheme consists of a scant series of pre-1970’s books, which don’t really support basic 
readers, let alone those who are learning English as their second language.  
 
But, as ever, God is so gracious. While we were at the school, I focused on Grade 3 and 4, working with their 
teachers and a very willing assistant, who were eager to share ideas, to help make the most of the limited 
resources that were available. Little did we know that God had provided funds, before we’d even arrived, for a 
beautifully illustrated and culturally relevant reading scheme.  
 
Before going to South Africa in 2005, I heard a song based on Mathew 25 v 31-46 that challenged me to the heart: 
it said ‘it’s so easy to write a cheque, but can you do more?’ No more excuses - we had to do something.  
 
We feel so privileged that we were able to visit and work in the school. To see God’s hand and His heart at work 
there really inspires and challenges one to go that extra mile. Three weeks is such a short time, but maybe a little 
of our help will assist in feeding the future minds of South Africa, and help those children clothe themselves and 
give hope to those around them.   
 

SCHOOL DETAILS  

Principal: Celia Goddard, 7 Reitz Close, Brackenfell, 7560 Cell no: 084 506 5447 
Email:  director@eagles-nest.org.za or celia@eagles-nest.org.za 

Account details for Eagle’s Nest 
Name of a/c:  Eagle’s Nest Ministries 
Bank:            FNB 
Account no:   62092704256 
Branch name: Cape Gate 
Branch no:     251945 
 
NPO no.: 048 - 622   School Registration no: 13/3/1/318  PBO & Section18A: 930 033 126 


